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WWe askede asked
Q.1. How long have you been breeding Pugs?
Why are they your chosen breed?

Q.2. How do you feel the standard of Pugs today compares 
with say 10 years ago?

Q.3. Could you list in order of priority the 5 most important 
points you think a judge should look for in the Pug? 

Q.4. Of the 5 points listed above which do you think need 
more attention from breeders in Australia and New Zealand?

Q.5. Does the Pug have any health problems?

Q.6. What advice would you give to a potential Puppy buyer 
who is considering a Pug?

They They 
answeredanswered

Continued over page

A.1. I have been involved in the 
breed for close to 20 years. Growing 
up, the look of a Pug had always ap-
pealed to me (we had Pomeranians 
and Dobermans) and I bought my 
fi rst Pug in my late teens after mov-
ing out and getting my own place. 
I started showing them in my early 
twenties, and one Pug soon turned 
to two and then three, and in time a 

few more!
They have the most wicked per-

sonalities, with no two alike. They 
make me smile everyday and I would 
never be without a Pug

A.2. Pugs have always been a 
strong breed in Australia. Like all 
things, styles and personal prefer-
ences change, however, other than a 
few cosmetic changes such as clear-
er coats, the Pugs in Australia have 
maintained breed type.

A.3. I still see the trace however it 
is generally in the darker, older style 
of Pugs. While striving for a lighter, 
clearer coat, some pigment has been 
lost and the trace, mask and toenails 
have suff ered. Unfortunately many 
judges mistake the darker (apricot) 
Pugs as “smutty” and penalise them 
accordingly. Therefore, some breed-
ers have strived to breed a more vi-
sually pleasing dog to impress the 
judges.

A.4. 1) Overall balance – The Pug 
is a square, compact, cobby dog. All 
parts of the dog should be in har-
mony with no one part exaggerated 
in any way. The important thing to re-
member is square. Pugs long in back 
or low on leg are undesirable

2) Suffi  cient substance, while still 
remaining a toy sized dog. Too many 
Pugs are well oversize. The standard 
calls for 6.3 – 8.1 kilos, however real-
istically a mature dog would be more 
along the lines of around 10 kilos.

3) Head – The Pug has a very ap-
pealing face with dark lustrous eyes 
that are full of fi re and mischief. 
Hallmarks of the head are well de-
fi ned wrinkles (making a diamond 
or thumbprint when alerted), small, 
black velvet like ears, a wide, blunt 
muzzle and a well placed nose with a 
good open nostril. A dark mask adds 
to the overall appeal.

4) Movement – Just because the 
Pug is a lap dog and a toy breed 
does not mean that it should not be 
sound. Soundness is very important. 
The Pug should exhibit a slight roll 
behind, typical of the breed.

5) Hallmarks – important hall-
marks of the breed are the head, cob-
by square body, high set tail curled 
tightly over the hip and the slight roll 
behind. The trace and forehead dia-
mond are also hallmarks to look for.

A.5. I think the standard is quite 
straight forward and easy to under-
stand. Many judges tell me they have 
problems with judging Pugs as they 
vary so much.

I think it’s important to look for 
the hallmarks of the breed... what 
features and characteristics makes a 
Pug the unique and fantastic breed 
they are,.

A.6. Yes most certainly within the 
purebred breeder community. Pure-
bred Pug breeders overall are look-
ing at a number of ways to improve 
the health of the breed. PDE testing, 
hip and elbow scoring. Breeding for 
bigger nostrils and a slightly smaller 
eye (not so poppy as in the past). Also 
breeding with parents who can cope 
with our hotter climate and those 
that do not suff er breathing prob-
lems.

A.7. Research the breed to make 
sure it is suitable to your lifestyle. 
Pugs are a delightful breed but not 
for everyone.

Meet the breeder (if possible) and 
ensure you buy a puppy from some-
one you would be happy to go back 
to if you have any issues.

 Jenny Williams
Kabova & Mackerly Pugs

A.1. When we moved to New Zea-
land 12 years ago I had Labradors 
due to an operation going wrong I 
had to stop showing them, 7 years 
ago a Pug Called Cookie was being 
shown and I fell in Love with him. So 
7 years ago Maisey arrived followed 
by Ace. Maisey was retired on 50 CCs. 
Ace still goes to the occasional show 
and has 75 plus CCs. 

I chose Pugs because they are lov-
ing, loyal and don’t realise how small 
they are They think they are Labra-
dors I now own 7 of them.

A.2. I have only lived in New Zea-

land for 12 years coming from Eng-
land and only owned Pugs for 7 years. 
I think pugs have got smaller with 
small heads which is the opposite

to the breed standard. Also there 
has crept into the pug a snappy 
growling attack anything type of pug 
which is also wrong for a companion 
dog.

 A.3. 6 of my 7 pugs have traces .. 
The only one who does not is Maisey 
and she’s a silver. It seems to be in 
my lines. Judges always comment on 
there trace.

 A.4. Good Head, Good Tail set, 
Temperament must be good, Move-
ment, and a Dark eye.

 A.5. The Pug Must have a good 
temperament and a fun personality.

 A.6. In the last 7 years I believe 
more new owners are conscious of 
the health issues that pugs have and 
what can be tested for like PDE and 
PKD. These tests are so cheep $50us 
that I cant understand why more 
breeders do not test. We tested all of 
our pugs and all are N/N Clear. Which 
means I can use my boys on N/S 
bitches and know that its OK to do it..

 A.7. My advice would be ask 
questions. Ask if they have tested the 
dog/bitch for any thing......and ask to 
see the mother - is she out going is 
she nervous? And what’s the dad like 
if he’s there. Are the puppy’s out go-
ing? Ask if they are registered. Don’t 
be afraid to ask any questions and if 
you are not happy walk away. A gen-
uine breeder will only be too pleased 
that you are asking questions.

Contact your kennel club or local 
Pug Club for advice. They to will be 
happy to help you.

Ann van Gijs ASAY PUGS
President of the Auckland Pug 

Dog Club

A. 1. My parents (Roy and Elizabeth 
Ward) and I have been owned by pugs 

for 28 years – our fi rst registered litter 
under the Glomar prefi x was in 1990.

Why are they your chosen breed? 
When I was 7 it became evident to my 
parents that I had a genuine report 
with dogs so was told I could choose 
my own junior handler dog. It had to 
be small and short haired. I was lent a 
pug for a child handler competition 
and won fi rst place, I remember the 
look of affection on the dogs face 
when I hugged her in thanks and 
from then I was hooked – our family’s 
fi rst pug arrived when I was 10 and 
we have been blessed with numer-
ous loving, comical, wicked and loyal 
companions ever since.

A.2. I have been fortunate enough 
to breed and exhibit in both New 
Zealand and Australia. During the last 
few decades, the pug breed has grown 
and maintained its popularity numeri-
cally and is recognised consistently at 
group and in show level. And rightly 
so. Dedicated show breeders have 
worked hard and because the overall 
quality in the ring is good, exhibitors 
have to be constantly evaluating and 
striving for better if they want to end 
up in the winning circle.

A.3. No, the trace is not an urban 
myth – it is evident from time to time. 
However, there are a lot of infl uences 
on the quality of a trace. The coat co-
lour is the fi rst infl uence, smutty pugs 
often have saddles which are not to 
be confused with a trace. Pugs with 
poor pigment also lack evidence of 
a trace as do pugs with thick coarse, 
incorrect coats. A beautiful soft silky 
textured apricot/fawn pug with excel-
lent pigment and mask can exhibit a 
correct trace – but this fades in and 
out depending on the season – pugs 
moult twice a year and shed copious 
amounts of thick undercoat! With all 
these factors, if you see a correct trace 
when judging, acknowledge it but 
treat it as the ‘icing on the cake’.

***************
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Q.1. How long have you been breeding Pugs?
Why are they your chosen breed?
Q.2. How do you feel the standard of Pugs today compares 
with say 10 years ago?
Q.3. Could you list in order of priority the 5 most important 
points you think a judge should look for in the Pug? 
Q.4. Of the 5 points listed above which do you think need 
more attention from breeders in Australia and New Zealand?
Q.5. Does the Pug have any health problems?
Q.6. What advice would you give to a potential Puppy buyer 
who is considering a Pug?

A.4. Head - Yes, this is a head breed, 
but PLEASE make sure you know what 
a correct head is! It is round, not oval. 
It is fl at when viewed side on, the nose 
does not protrude, nor the wrinkle 
over the nose. The nose placement 
is paramount for the rest of the head 
proportions to be correct - including 
the eye placement. The eyes are large, 
dark and round. It has wrinkle on the 
forehead – not extending to their 
necks. Ears, they should not extend 
past the corner of the eyes giving a 
hound look – the standard says small, 
and fl y away ears should not be mis-
taken as rose ears. Most importantly 
it is ‘massive’ BUT still in proportion to 
the body. This is not simply a case of 
the’ bigger the better’.

Coby, square bodies, with short 
backs and straight top lines - The 
standard states ‘multum in parvo’ so 
they should be well muscled - but re-
member they are still a toy dog so size 
should be taken into account.

Movement – the pug roll is a char-
acteristic of the breed – however a 
pug should still move true away from 
you with the slight roll coming from 
the hips – similar to a super model on 
a cat walk. Front movement should 
be straight with shoulders well under. 
When moved at speed, a pug, like 
any breed of dog, will gravitate to the 
centre. However, this does not change 
construction and a well moving dog 
will do so when gaiting slowly or 
‘showing off ’ at a faster speed – judges 
need to make sure they know WHAT 
they are looking for before asking a 
handler to slow down – my pugs love 
‘strutting their stuff ’ and it is them that 
sets the pace to which we move.

Tails – a correct top line will be 
highlighted with the correct high set 
tail. Pugs tails should curl tight over 
the hip, not bounce around and wave 
like a fl ag! A single curl is not to be 
faulted but a double curl is perfection.

Temperament - this is a companion 
animal. They can be cocky and ‘out-
spoken’ towards other dogs - as they 
do have an unrealistic perception of 
their own being - but never towards 
people. While they can, at times, be 
apprehensive in new situations, they 
should generally be happy, comical 
and fearless. 

A.5. A statement in relation to 
temperament. Please see above.

A.6. No, I don’t believe so. I like to 
think most of my fellow exhibitors do 
have the well-being of this breed in 
mind and monitor and test for what 
they can. The Pugs at dog shows ap-
pear generally healthy representatives 

of the breed. My concern for our breed 
is the popularity and the uneducated 
breeding of back yard breeders – and 
some show breeders - who have little 
or no knowledge or interest of the 
hereditary issues related to the pug. 
Pugs coming into re-home/rescue 
still present with many breed related 
issues.

A.7. Educate yourself. Google it! 
Learn everything you can about the 
breed. Talk to breeders and ask ques-
tions – lots of them – and then fi nd 
someone you are comfortable with 
and be prepared to wait. Use your 
common sense. 

Penny Calman
Glomar Pugs

A.1. The Breed claimed me in 
1968 when “Gila” a pound pug came 
home from the Vet School Clinic with 
a grossly ulcerated eye to be “mind-
ed”. I fell in love with their charm and 
intelligence and courage.

A.2. Yes, on the whole though 
various kennels produce diff ering 
versions of the standard, depending 
on the obsessions of the day on size, 
colour/pigment and even curl of tail!

A.3. The trace is a shading down 
the backline but narrow, not a thin 
pencil line that it was in the baby pup-
py. It does sometimes spread over 
the back like a saddle but shouldn’t 
spread out into smuttiness........There 
is a pigment problem if the trace is 
not present in the pale clear coat. The 
issue then is “what is a clear coat in a 
fawn pug?”

A.4. 1 Balance - Harmony in the 
way the pug is proportionally put 
together. Huge or coarse heads on 
shelly bodies ugh - no tuck-up per-
mitted. Proportion means the head 
is suitably attached to the chunky. 
short-backed body by an arching or 
even crested neck. Topline and un-
derline should be seen to match.

2 Tailset - topline - neck/head 
carriage shape all defi ne standard’s 
correctness .High tail set is more im-
portant that double twists etc so that 
the outline of the pug looks correct in 
moving out.

3 BODY...The pug is not just a 
Head breed - needs a chunky well 
boned body to take the well-mus-
cled covering under that coat!! The 
forechest helps the chunky/blocky 
look......>multum in parvo

4 Head Round shape and fl at in 
profi le with a shallow jawline, Please 
notice the wry mouth and disqualify. 
Head must be carried proudly high 
without being strung up. No spaniel 
ears, pinched nostrils either

5 A pug is no sloth, should show 
plenty of reach and drive which 
shows the soundness of his anatomy 

on the whole.....should trot 4 square 
but still show the characteristic pug-
roll -at the correct pace which is a 
purposeful stride

A.6. Yes, most certainly due to 
our ability to have most genetic dis-
eases eliminated by genetic testing. 
We mustn’t leave out the dear old 
internet which gives all that info on 
health problems, besides the gos-
sip. We now can take all that “gossip” 
to the Vets for verifi cation! Animal 
husbandry and nutrition has also 
improved for most breeds including 
pugs.

A.7. What would your advice be to 
a potential puppy buyer when look-
ing for a Show pug?.........very tricky 
one! Have a good look at the Dam 
line (line bred?) for potential show 
dog traits and good conformation. 
If you know the Sire to be dominant 
look at him and his mother. The most 
telling trait is Personality/Character 
- must be lively, irrepressible, bossy, 
courageous. Make sure your puppy 
is the same width hips and shoulders. 
Make sure luck is on your side too.

Eve Tzipori Anyang Pugs

***************
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the rear end and these can be shortened 
and neatened with a pair of thinning 
shears. Don’t go gung ho with a regular 
pair of shears unless you are Vidal Sas-
soon. Whiskers are optional but I tend to 
like the character they give to the face.

For final shine - the 
black points such as face 
and ears can have a light 
application of Plush 
Puppy OMG R2U and 
don’t forget to keep the 
wrinkles clean. A light “go 
over” with a face washer 
with Plush Puppy Let’s 
Face It morning and night 
keeps these trouble free. 
Now for the fi nal glam. 
Sprinkle a tiny amount 
of Plush Puppy Pixie Dust onto a Plush 
Puppy Blue Pure Bristle brush and 
brush against the coat growth to settle 
the powder down lower and leave the 
shimmer on top. Discretion is the key 
word when using this. It is a fabulous 
eff ect and applied judiciously, gives pin 
pricks of light to the coat. Finish with 
a light spray of Plush Puppy Shine & 
Comb just prior to going in the ring. 
The old girls of years gone by would 
use a piece of silk rubbed backwards 
and forwards over the coat for shine. 
That’s not really good for those arthritic 
wrists either!

So, now you have a star. Your cheeky 
little Pug will still have the power pack 
look all barely contained within his 
little square body but will be bursting 
with sheer “joie de vivre” and exuding 
glamour. He is hard to go past with 
his playful little nature and with all the 
grooming presentation to enhance his 
standard requirements he will be a hard 
contender to beat.

PLUSH PUPPY AUSTRALIA

With With PLUSH PUPPYPLUSH PUPPY
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GGROOMING TO WINROOMING TO WIN

GROOMINGGROOMING

This delightful little breed has 
been around since ever and has 
a marvellous history of being 
loved and owned through the 
centuries by many noted people 
from Empresses to Kings.

His motto of “Multum in Parvo” a 
lot of dog in a small space is so very 
indicative of this breed if you have ever 
shared time or home with one of them. 
A compact, square breed he 
exhibits all the power and 
fi re of a dynamic little rogue.

Being a short coated little 
fellow he is often presented 
as a no nonsense dog and 
thus not needing special 
attention to grooming. One 
should never discount a 
dog’s  need for  specia l 
grooming just because he 
is not a traditional “hairdo” 
breed. You may not be able 
to snip this little guy into 
shape but you sure can do a whole 
bunch with the descriptions as outlined 
in your standard.

The coat is described as “fine, 
smooth, soft, short and glossy, neither 
hard nor woolly.” Well, that’s pretty easy 
and very direct. No misinterpretations 
can be made of that. Thus the quest is 
to keep the coat as true to this as pos-
sible and maintain the condition, feel 
and shine.

The Pug has a tendency to feel the 
heat and most are prone to wallowing in 
water and ending up quite smelly little 
critters. They snuffl  e, snort and generally 
make themselves a bit pongey.  Plush 
Puppy Odour Muncher is a must for the 
warm months of the year. It will help get 
rid of the odour and leave a nice light 
fragrance.

Remember to appeal to as many of 
a judges senses as possible. The feel of 
the coat, the look of the coat and the 
smell of the coat are all important even 
if some are subliminal.

The Pug’s grooming regime ought 
to consist of a shampoo that will leave 
the coat in its correct state with lots of 
shine and the Plush Puppy All Purpose 
Shampoo with Henna  is a wonderful 
naturally sourced shampoo that doesn’t 
alter texture and leaves a fabulous shine. 
It contains a very good extract of Henna 
that does not build up on the coat and 
won’t make the coat brittle after pro-
longed use. Use at the rate of 5:1 i.e. 5 

parts water to one part shampoo.
Plush Puppy has developed an amaz-

ing new shampoo designed for Brachy-
cephalic type breeds and alike.  Plush 
Puppy Let’s Face It  is a revolutionary 
shampoo formulated not to sting eyes 
and has absolutely NIL FRAGRANCE so 
as not to annoy the sensitive noses of a 
dog. It has special natural ingredients to 
‘clean and sooth’ folds and creases of a 
dogs face and the Blue Cypress Extracts 
are particularly eff ective on Brachyce-
phalic face types where wrinkle can get 
infected or sore. 

This product is very concentrated 
and is dispensed as a foam that is easy 
to control and apply. A little 
“Let’s Face It” goes a long 
way and is another magical 
product from Plush Puppy. 
Ingredients: SugaNate – a 
sulfate free base with low 
irritation to eyes and skin. 
Panthenol – Pro Vitamin 
B adds moisture to skin and aids heal-
ing and Blue Cypress Extract – Native 
Extract has anti-infl ammatory benefi ts 
and improves appearance of coat. This 
product is perfect for the Cavalier face 
and it’s soothing and healing benefi ts.

For the Puglets that have itchy skin, 
then use the  Plush Puppy Sensitive 
Skin Shampoo  at a ratio of 3:1 till it 
starts to clear and then dilute as much 
as up to 10:1 for further use.

Itchy scratching with Pugs is more 
prevalent in those kept indoors where 
they tend to overheat. Heating and air 
conditioning can all play havoc except 
in extreme conditions when it is neces-
sary. This dog is often better suited to 
outdoors.

If your coat is a little on the harsh side 
due to the elements then use the Plush 
Puppy Silk Protein Conditioner  at 
a ratio of 10:1 as this will help soften 
the texture. If the coat is just right then 
skip the conditioner. In both cases you 
then use as a fi nal rinse  Plush Puppy 
Seabreeze Oil at a rate of 1 table spoon 
to 1 gallon/4 litres warm water. Either 
hydrobath through the coat or sponge 
through the coat or dunk the dog in the 
mix. Whatever technique suits you, and 
leave in the coat - do not rinse again.

The Seabreeze Oil is just the most 
magical product. It contains Evening 
Primrose Oil, Calendula Oil and lots of 
calming and healing type goodies that 
help to repair, sooth and generally give 
a good pickup to a dull or tired coat. 
Long term it will give an overall good 
health and vitality to the coat. You can 
use this in between shows or 
when preparing for a show. It 
is neither greasy or sticky nor 
will it build up on the coat. It 
is water soluble and helps to 
repel dirt.

Now I am an advocate of 
blow drying just about every-
thing as it helps rid the coat 
of dead and loose hairs and 
keeps the coat “rolling” all the 
time without the holes and 
gaps one gets with regular 
shedding. Nothing removes dead hair 
like this. It also saves on wrists and arms 
that over the years end up with RSI and 
arthritis from all the grooming that dog 
exhibitors seem to have. Who needs to 
stand there brushing and using mitts 
and stuff  when a good blow with a cool 
dryer does a great deal of the work for 
you? Just watch your Pug’s eyes when 
flinging the dryer around. You don’t 
need ulcers in these guy’s eyes.

Now show day you can give a light 
“go over” with the mitt and then an oval 
cushion brush that has a fair amount 
of bristle to plastic - I prefer 2/3 bristle 
to 1/3 plastic Plush Puppy Blue Anti-
Static Porcupine Brush. Some Pugs 
have some longer tufts of hair around 
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The Breed StandardThe Breed Standard
GENERAL APPEARANCE:
Decidedly square and cobby, it is ‘multum in parvo’ shown in compactness of form, well knit proportions and hardness of muscle, but 
never to appear low on legs.

CHARACTERISTICS:
Great charm, dignity and intelligence.

TEMPERAMENT:
Even tempered, happy and lively disposition.

HEAD AND SKULL:
Head relatively large, round, not apple-headed, with no indentation of skull. Muzzle relatively short, blunt, square, not upfaced. Nose 
fairly large with well open nostrils. Wrinkles on forehead clearly defi ned without exaggeration. Eyes or nose never adversely affected 
or obscured by over nose wrinkle. Pinched nostrils and heavy or over nose wrinkle is unacceptable and should be heavily penalised.

EYES:
Dark, not too large, round in shape, soft and solicitous in expression, very lustrous, and when excited, full of fi re. Never protruding, 
exaggerated or showing white. Free from obvious eye problems.

EARS:
Thin, small soft like black velvet. Two kinds – ‘Button ear’ – ear fl ap folding forward, tip lying close to
skull to cover opening. ‘Rose ear’ – small drop ear which folds over and back to reveal the burr.

MOUTH:
Slightly undershot. Wry mouth, teeth or tongue showing all highly undesirable. Wide lower jaw with incisors almost in a straight line.

NECK:
Slightly arched to resemble a crest, strong, thick with enough length to carry head proudly.

FOREQUARTERS:
Legs very strong, straight, of moderate length, and well under body. Shoulders well sloped.

BODY:
Short and cobby, wide in chest. Ribs well sprung and carried well back. Topline level neither roached nor dipping.

HINDQUARTERS:
Legs very strong, of moderate length, with good turn of stifl e, well under body, straight and parallel when viewed from rear.

FEET:
Neither so long as the foot of the hare, nor so round as that of the cat; well-split-up toes; the nails black.

TAIL:
High set, curled tightly over hip. Double curl highly desirable.

GAIT/MOVEMENT:
Viewed from in front should rise and fall with legs well under shoulder, feet keeping directly to front, not turning in nor out. From behind 
action just as true. Using forelegs strongly putting them well forward with hindlegs moving freely and using stifl es well. A slight unexag-
gerated roll of hindquarters typifi es gait.

COAT:
Fine, smooth, soft, short and glossy, neither harsh, off-standing or woolly.

COLOUR:
Silver, apricot, fawn or black. Each clearly defi ned, to make contrast complete between colour, trace (black line extending from occiput 
to tail) and mask. Markings clearly defi ned. Muzzle or mask, ears, moles on cheeks, thumb mark or diamond on forehead and trace 
as black as possible.

SIZES: Ideal weight: 6.3-8.1 kg (14-18 lbs). 
Faults:
Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded 
should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog.
Notes: Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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