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Q.1. How long have you been 
breeding Gordon Setters? Why are 
they your chosen breed?

A.1. I have been breeding Gor-
don Setter since early 1980’s and 
they are defi nitely my number one 
breed choice because of their easy-
to-live-with and very loving natures, 
their elegance with shiny black coats 
and beautiful heads & noble bearing.

Q.2. How do you think the Gor-
don Setters of Australia & New 
Zealand compare to those in the 
USA & Europe?

A.2.There are diff erences in the 
Gordon Setters between those 
here and in USA and Europe but I 
think those diff erences are reduc-
ing quickly with the import of many 
Australian dogs into Europe and UK 
and the widespread use of Ameri-
can dogs in Australia and NZ.   There 
will always be diff erences between 
us based on diff erences in breed 
standards but judicious use of both 
American and European stock can 
bring about many improvements to 
both types.   The UK standard is the 
closest to the NZ standard.  

Q.3. Could you list in order 
of priority the 5 most important 
points you think a judge should 
look for in your breed? 

A.3. 1. First priority is an overall 
impression of the profi le that this is 
a Gordon Setter not a black and tan 
‘general’ setter.  The key diff erences 
in profi le would be obvious in the 
depth of the head in profi le and the 
heaviness of bone and structure in 
comparison to the other setters.  The 
short level back and overall medium 
body length will also contribute.  

2. Balance is the second prior-
ity.  Overall your Gordon will be bal-
anced in terms of angulation front 
and rear; balanced in proportions 
of body and height and a smooth 
fl ow of one part of the body into the 
other parts. 

3. Head – the head of the Gordon 
Setter characterises and marks the 
diff erences between the Setters.  Our 
standard calls for depth of head (the 
deepest of all the setters) and depth 
not breadth, although broader than 
the muzzle, broad and domed be-
tween the ears (not fl at or coarse), 
soft and kindly expression, and the 
diff erence between our standard 
and the American is the length 

of head and muzzle.  Our muzzle 
length is shorter than the length of 
occiput to stop whereas the Ameri-
can standard has equal lengths.  The 
planes of head and muzzle are paral-
lel in profi le although I have noticed 
a rather undesirable feature in some 
American stock with their uneven 
planes.   

4. Colour.  Rich shiny black coats 
with clear tan markings in all the 
right places.  I fi nd an excess of tan 
almost as undesirable as a smutty 
tan.  

5. Movement – as with all setters 
that have origins as working Gun-
dogs a sound moving dog is critical 
and good reach and drive provide 
the overall elegance and refl ect 
good structure.  

Q.4. If you were able to add a 
sentence to your breed standard 
what would it be?

A.4. I think I would emphasise 
the diff erences between the Gordon 
and the Irish and English – this could 
assist newer judges who may only 
look for colour diff erences.  

Q.5. Does the Gordon Setter 
have any signifi cant health prob-
lems?

A.5. The deep and broad heart 
shaped chest of the Gordon Set-
ter can predispose them to gastric 
torsion but this is a risk to all deep 
chested setters.  Hip and elbow 
problems are not so likely now with 
responsible breeders the using stock 
with good hip and elbow scores.

Q.6. What would your advice be 
to a potential puppy buyer when 
looking for a Gordon Setter?

A.6. Choose a breeder that is reg-
istered with their Kennel Club and is 
keen to maintain contact with you 
after the sale.   They should show 
a genuine interest in making sure 
the puppy they sell you will be well 
cared for, and you have a well fenced 
section.  Do not be surprised if they 
want you to follow up with them 
and let you know how the pup is do-
ing.  They will know about socialisa-
tion periods for puppies and tell you 
how you can best meet these needs.  
They will have done all the necessary 
health checks for their stock before 
breeding and they will not breed in-
discriminately.  

R M Anderson
Weblyn Gordon Setters

Q.1. How long have you been 
breeding Irish Red and White Set-
ters? Why are they your chosen 
breed?

A.1. We got our fi rst Irish Red and 
White in 1995 so we have had the 
breed for 20 years. 

We moved from Victoria to West-
ern Australia in 1995 and for many 
reasons we felt we needed another 
breed to show besides the Pointers 
which we had been breeding since 
the early 70’s.  

Obviously we preferred another 
Gundog breed and as a nicely bred 
male, (‘Paddy,’ who later became Aust. 
Ch. Eirefyre Padraic,) was available 
from Heather Beasley in Victoria we 
thought we’d give them a try. We soon 
wondered what we had taken on! 

Within weeks of getting Paddy 
he had established himself as the 
Houdini of the dog world and could 
(and did) escape from everywhere. 
One night we left him in the fully 
enclosed back veranda only to wake 
up the next morning and fi nd him in 
the kitchen – after chewing through 
a solid wooden door!! 

Despite this we grew to become 
totally besotted with the breed and 
now we could not imagine life with-
out them.

Q.2. Do you think judges make 
the mistake of just looking for a 
diff erent coloured Irish setter when 
judging the Irish Red and White?

A.2. This was certainly true in 
the early years – it is getting much 
better now and judges are certainly 
far better informed about the breed 
than 20 years ago.  I remember taking 
our Grand Champion Truestone Kiwi 
Supreme (Imp NZ) to Sydney,( prob-
ably about ten years ago,) and a very 
well know Sydney identity took one 
look at him and said – and I quote – 
“that’s the fi rst Irish Red and White I 
have ever seen that doesn’t look like 
an Irish Setter in Drag!” 

They are a totally diff erent breed – 
and should be judged as such – they 
are the original Irish setter as anyone 
who knows the history of the breed 
will realise.

Q.3. Could you list in order 
of priority the 5 most important 
points you think a judge should 
look for in the Irish Red and White 
Setter.

A.3. Remember, and I can’t stress 
this enough, FORM FOLLOWS FUNC-
TION,  the IRWS is still, and hopefully 
will remain so, a working breed. This is 
a dog who is able to hunt game in all 
sorts of terrain, for up to and beyond, 
8 hours a day. 

Therefore, the dog must be sound, 
he must be balanced and, most im-
portantly he must be typey. He must 
look as if he can do the job he was 

bred to do. While it is hard to assess 
this in the few minutes in the ring do 
not put up a specimen who you feel 
is not capable of a hard day’s work.

1. Movement – the standard 
reads “Long free striding, eff ortless 
with drive.” It is imperative that all 
specimens move correctly – as stated 
above, form follows function. And a 
dog who moves incorrectly would 
not be able to last very long in the 
fi eld. Please penalise poor movement.

2. Feet – the old horse adage ‘no 
hoof, no horse, applies equally to the 
Irish Red and white Setter. No foot 
– no dog – the standard read “Close-
knit, well feathered between toes.” 
In my opinion this does not go far 
enough. The dog must have a tough, 
well-padded foot if he is going to be 
able to run all day. 

3. Remember, this is not an Irish 
setter, you are looking for ‘power 
without lumbar athletic not racy’ so 
remember you do not want a racy 
dog like the Irish setter. You don’t 
want a heavy ‘cloddy’ dog but nor do 
you want a thin, weedy dog. The IRWS 
can still look elegant but it is a totally 
diff erent elegance to the Irish.

4. Coat – remember, this is still 
very much a working breed – you will 
not see an IRWS dripping with coat 
like the other three setter breeds so 
don’t penalise a dog for not having 
feathering to the ground. Remember, 
the standard reads ‘Finely textured 
with good feathering. Slight wave 
permissible but never curly”  ‘Good 
feathering –yes – dripping to the 
ground no. 

Q.4. If you were able to add a 
sentence to the breed standard 
what would it be? This is a good 
question, there are many things I 
would like to add but I think probably 
the most important is the following:

“The Irish Red and White Setter is 
still very much a working breed and 
should be judged accordingly.”

Q.5. Does the Irish Red and 
White Setter have any signifi cant 
health problems?

A.5. Yes, it does, CLAD, PPC and 
occasionally Von Willebrands are all 
problems in the breed however a 
good breeder tests for these things 
prior to breeding and the problems 
are not as bad as they were 20 years 
ago.

Q.6. What would your advice be 
to a potential puppy buyer when 
looking for an Irish Red and White 
Puppy?

A.6. As stated above, make sure 
the parents, or grandparents have 
been tested for the above and also 
for Hip Dysplasia. As with all breeds 
go to a respected and knowledgeable 
breeder, make sure you see parents 



DOG NEWS Australia page 51



DOG NEWS Australia page 52



DOG NEWS Australia page 53



With With PLUSH PUPPYPLUSH PUPPY

DOG NEWS Australasia page 54 GROOMINGGROOMING

The Setter of the Emerald Isle 
- What a joy to behold this fl ash, 
red fellow with his big gait, driving 
smoothly from the rear with that vi-
sion of length and strength from hip 
to hock. 

His is a glamorous silhouette, and 
a good one presented beautifully, is 
darned hard to go past in the show 
ring. The Irish Setter takes a bit of 
understanding for his best 
grooming and a decided 
eff ort to put in the hard 
yard between shows.

Your Irish is a bit of a 
busy dog and because of 
his exuberance, tends to 
end up messier than most, 
gathering up bits of the 
yard like a moving com-
post heap. 

The secret is to keep 
the coat oiled and shaded 
to prevent damage. Between the 
shows I strongly recommend oiling 
and rehydrating their coat. The best 
results we have found is a mixture 
with Plush Puppy Seabreeze Oil at 
a ratio of 1 tbspn to 1/2 gallon/2 litres 
water added with Plush Puppy Coat 
Rescue at a ratio of 1 tbspn. This al-
lows the benefi ts of the Plush Puppy 
Seabreeze Oil to hydrate and protect 
the coat combined with the coat 
strengthening and protection of the 
Plush Puppy Coat rescue. 

For males daily rinse the pee 
feathers and reapply. For the girls I 
use every week and if needed reap-
ply to featherings. Work this well into 
the coat with a sponge or carefully 
pour over and squish well through. 
This is a bad area for breakage. Keep-
ing it oiled will help to prevent the 
coat getting brittle or tangled and 
will dissuade the accumulation of de-
bris from the yard.

 This is a super oil as it is water sol-
uble and won’t build up or be nasty 
to live with. It is also all naturally de-
rived and there is nothing quite like 
it. Love the depth of colour it tends 
to add to the coat and the wonderful 
healthy vigour that goes with contin-
ued use.

Now for the show grooming and 
your standard calls for the coat and 
feathering to be as straight and free 

as possible from curl or wave. It also 
states that the texture be fi ne and 
silky, so, after bathing with the Plush 
Puppy All Purpose Shampoo which 
is the shampoo for high shine due to 
the high quality natural henna and 
particularly wonderful on reds, (at a 
ratio of 3:1 i.e. 3 parts water to one 
part shampoo) you then condition 
with the Plush Puppy Silk Protein 
Conditioner diluted at ratio 1:3 One 
part Conditioner to 3 parts water. You 
can dilute both further but I like the 
intensity of the shine from the sham-
poo at this dilution and the silkiness 
of the conditioner for the show oc-
casion. I rinse the conditioner 90 
percent out just leaving in a small 
amount for the softness 
and to allow for the heat 
of the dryer. Okay here’s 
where the harder stuff  
begins.

In order to get that 
soft draping fall to the 
lengths without wave, 
use Plush Puppy Swishy 
Coat. I always recommend dilution as 
you have a large dog and it is easier 
to get even dispersion throughout 
the coat this way. Dilute at a ratio of 
1 tbspn to 3 cups water depending 
on the texture of the coat. You can 
dilute further or less. Sponge or pour 
thoroughly through the coat ensur-
ing even distribution. Squeeze out 
excess and blow dry. Use the Plush 
Puppy Blue Pin Brush Regular for 
this as you don’t want to rip the coat 
or overstretch at this point. When ¾ 
dry, switch to an oval ½ bristle ½ plas-
tic brush such as the Plush Puppy 
Blue Anti Stat Porcupine Brush.

This will give you that smoother, 
straighter and glossier fi nish to your 
drying that the pin brush won’t do. 
You need also to get in under the 
lengths with the brush and gently 
bend the ends around the curve of 
the brush. 

I never entirely dry with a top 
brushing action only. This just fl icks 
the short pieces in the coat outwards 
and gives that fl y away look to the 
coat. 

You are after a polished profes-

sional look that once you have mas-
tered, is just breathtaking. When dry-
ing, I lightly mist the coat with Plush 
Puppy OMG. I like to use a mixture 
of 1 part omg to 30 parts water. This 
is the Rolls Royce of grooming sprays. 
It never builds up, never goes stringy. 

The trimming is relatively easy 
but does need attention and time. 
There are those who are the purists 
and don’t like a trimmed neater look 
and those that do. What-
ever is your preference and 
whether as in the AKC stan-
dard which does stipulate 
trimming is required or the 
ANKC standard where it 
doesn’t mention it at all and 
does not therefore penalise 
you for doing it, it is up to 
your conscience if and how 
much you do it.

The standard states an 
emphasis on the lean head 
and clean neck. I suggest a #10 blade 
on a clipper for the neck to a V at the 
top of the sternum (I prefer to just 
go 1 inch above) in front of the neck 
and around the sides. The nape of 
the neck ought to be hand stripped 
in concert with a stripping knife and 
the use of extremely fi ne thinning 
scissors to blend. 

All whiskers should come right 
off  to emphasise that long and lean 
head. Some like to get in with the 
blade of the clipper and emphasise 
this further along the whisker area, 
with long strokes stroking back and 
upwards. The topline ought to sit fl at 
and should need relatively little strip-
ping. 

The ears some like to take almost 
right off  and others just the top 1/3 
off  depending on which standard is 
applicable. The featherings seem to 

be the point of contention.
How about a compromise? Rather 

than going gung-ho with the scissors 
and sculpting a sharp curve or doing 
nothing at all, why not use the thin-
ning shears and following the desired 
arc, gently shape that 
edge for a softer eff ect 
giving a fairly natural 
look to the curve. 

The end result is still 
to shape the dog to his 
best without looking 
totally contrived. All ex-
cess feathering is to be 
removed from the feet 
but I am advised by 
an expert that the rear 
hock looks just wonderful if when 
trimmed, you angle the line slightly 
outwards as you go upwards and 
then angle downwards from the top 
of the hock to meet the upward line 
already created.

This gives the illusion of a really 
long line from the hip to the hock 
enforcing the requirements of the 
standard.

Show day spray with Plush Pup-
py OMG for brushing and refreshing 
the feathers and Plush Puppy Shine & 
Comb over the topline for that fi nal 
glamour. I do like a dusting of Plush 
Puppy Pixie Dust just lightly applied 
on strategic areas with your brush. 
The secret is just a dusting and not to 
turn it into the glitter fairy.

He may not be in Ireland and you 
may not be Irish but the dog now will 
at least look the absolute essence of an 
Irish Setter. 

I do like this breed and I hope you 
all present them as they ought to be, 
glamorous & magnifi cent.

Simon Briggs
PLUSH PUPPY

Director of Grooming
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points you think a judge should 
look for in your breed? 

A.3. An aristocratic dog substan-
tial but elegant to look at.

Soundness in movement and 
temperament. Must cover the 
ground effi  ciently without hackney 
movement. The temperament must 
be outgoing and stable.

Conformation – a well balanced 
dog front and rear with a good 
topline and tail carriage.

Condition as in weight and mus-
cle tone.

Coat as in condition of the coat, 
feathering and colour.

Q.4. If you were able to add a 
sentence to your breed standard 
what would it be?

A.4. I would like to add the Gen-
eral appearance from the American 
Standard to our standard.

General Appearance: The Irish 
Setter is an active, aristocratic bird 
dog, rich red in colour, substantial 
yet elegant in build. Standing over 
two feet tall at the shoulder, the dog 
has a straight, fi ne, glossy coat, lon-
ger on ears, chest, tail and back of 
legs. Afi eld, the Irish Setter is a swift-
moving hunter; at home, a sweet na-
tured, trainable companion.

At their best, the lines of the Irish 
Setter so satisfy in overall balance 
that artists have termed it the most 
beautiful of all dogs. The correct 
specimen always exhibits balance, 
whether standing or in motion. 
Each part of the dog fl ows and fi ts 
smoothly into its neighbouring parts 
without calling attention to itself.

Q.5. Does the Irish Setter have 
any signifi cant health problems?

A.5. With DNA testing for PRA 
and CLAD we have managed to 
eliminate the serious inherited prob-
lems that were in some lines.

The Irish Setter can still have 
problems with gastric torsion. A 
huge amount of research is being 
done in the USA on this problem 
with Irish setters and a number of 
other breeds.

With many breeders also getting  
hip scoring done we have managed 
to improve in that area as well.

Q.6. What would your advice be 
to a potential puppy buyer when 
looking for an Irish Setter?

A.6. The Irish setter is a very en-
ergetic dog, eager to please.  As they 
grow they need a lot of exercise but 
also need to be in a confi ned area for 
a large part of the day while they are 
growing to keep their condition.

I also advice no road work until 
they have matured to prevent dam-
age to their joints.

Carolyn Cederman 
Lanascol Irish Setters

nostrils and occiput, must have dark 
almond shaped eyes with slightly 
raised brows.... and gently framing 
that picture, must have low set softly 
folding ears.

Q.4. Are we seeing toplines too 
steep in the Irish Setter?

A.4. The standard says gently 
sloping topline, there’s such a wide 
variance in the ring today from the 
exaggerated ski slope through to the 
opposite, rump high.....both views 
are aff ected by the handlers stack in 
the ring. But the topline must stay 
smooth and steady on the go round. 
I prefer the standards description of 
gently sloping topline with tail com-
ing straight off  without any steep-
ness of croup.

Q.5. What is your ‘pet hate’ in 
an Irsih Setter?

A.5. My pet hate is the faulty 
head and the unhappy ‘lack of en-
thusiasm’ sometimes seen in the 
ring.

Diane Anderson
Eirean Irish Setters

Q.1. How long have you been 
breeding Irish Setters? Why are 
they your chosen breed?

A.1. I bought my fi rst Irish Set-
ter (an older bitch)  in 1972 and had 
my fi rst litter a year or so later. I fell 
in love with the Irish Setter after 
watching the movie “Big Red”. There 
was really no other breed I wanted 
more with their great personalities 
and beautiful red coats.

Q.2. How do you think the Irish 
Setters of Australia & New Zea-
land compare to those in the USA 
& Europe?

A.2. When I started in the breed 
there were many imports in to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand from Eng-
land and these of course had a huge 
infl uence on the breed here. How-
ever over the years we have since 
had many imports from around the 
world including a large number 
from the USA. In turn Australia and 
New Zealand have exported either 
dogs or frozen semen to the USA 
and a number of countries in Europe 
although not a lot to England. We 
now see Irish Setters of very simi-
lar type and style in many of these 
countries and our own Irish Setters 
whether from Australia or New Zea-
land would fi t in well with the Irish in 
the USA, Canada, Sweden, Holland, 
Finland and a few other European 
countries. Grooming styles are also 
similar in these countries whereas 
Britain and some of the other Euro-
pean countries still have their own 
style of grooming.

Q.3. Could you list in order 
of priority the 5 most important 
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They They 
answeredanswered

and if possible grandparents before 
buying. Check temperament – some 
of the early IRWS in Australia did not 
have the correct gentle Gundog tem-
peraments.  Most important of all, do 
your homework on the breed – this is 
not a breed suited to everyone – they 
are a wonderful, funny, mischievous, 
loyal breed BUT they are also stub-
born and will test your patience. 
Training must begin early and if you 
do not have time to put into training 
then these are not the dogs for you. 
Without the correct training they will 
rule you! With the correct training 
you will have the most wonderful 
companion you could ever wish for.

Ray and Lee Parker
Tintookie Kennels Perth WA
Irish Red & White Setters

Q.1. How long have you been 
breeding Irish Setters? Why are 
they your chosen breed?

A.1. I’ve been breeding Irish Set-
ters on and off  for more than 20 
years just had a long break in the 
middle while having a family, also 
with a long family involvement with 
my parents owning, breeding and 
hunting with Irish during my child-
hood years.

Q.2. How do you think the Irish 
Setters of today compare to say 10 
years ago?

A.2. Like any breed the Irish is 
continually evolving, the dog of 10 
years ago was probably sturdier but 
not nearly as glamorous as today’s 
Irish.

Q.3. What do you look for in an 
Irish Setter?

A.3. Firstly I would look for con-
formation, is the dog balanced, is 
he sound, can he move without ef-
fort?, Of course he’s not going to 
work all day like his ancestors but 
he must still be capable of doing so. 
And, he still has to be beautiful, his 
head must have that Irish expres-
sion with those all important paral-
lel planes, his coat must be shining 
and healthy, preferably without curl, 
not necessarily excessively long, and 
he must present that happy rollick-
ing personality, joyful to be out and 
about with his owner.

The head of the Irish Setter is 
one of the most important features 
of the breed. Without that wistful 
gentle expression...it’s just not an 
Irish Setter. He/she must have paral-
lel planes, must have a distinct stop 
midway between those lovely large 

Q.1. How long have you been 
breeding Gordon Setters? Why are 
they your chosen breed?

A.1. I have been breeding setters 
since 1970. I was originally given 
a “show quality”!! Irish Setter and 
wanted to show him as I was told that 
he was an excellent specimen but 
soon found out that not all puppies 
turn out to be world betters!!! My Irish 
was a real show dog (he loved show-
ing), I had a lot of fun making him up 
to be an Australian Champion and I 
was hooked. 

From there I became very interest-
ed in other Setter breeds and I soon 
bought an English and Gordon Setter. 

The “Triseter” prefi x evolved from 
having owned and shown three of the 
4 setters breeds, I went on to breed 
both English and Gordon Setters. I 
fell in love with the Gordon Setter 
and I have concentrated on them, 
ever since. 

Q.2. How do you think the Gor-
don Setters of Australia & New 
Zealand compare to those in the 
USA & Europe?

A.2. Gordon Setters here in Aus-
tralia are as good as any in the world 
today; many of the top winning 
Gordon Setters in UK, Europe and 
America are down from Australian 
lines

Q.3. Could you list in order 
of priority the 5 most important 
points you think a judge should 
look for in your breed? 

A.3. Breed Type, overall balance, 
sound mover, balanced head, coat 
&colour

Q.4. If you were able to add a 
sentence to your breed standard 
what would it be?

A.4. There are four (4) setter 
breeds Gordon, Irish, English and 
Irish Red & White setters know the 
diff erence of what makes each setter 
the breed it is.

Q.5. Does the Gordon Setter 
have any signifi cant health prob-
lems? 

A.5. I think Gordon Setters are in 
good shape health wise at present 
the breeders are testing for the health 
issues  e.g.: hips & elbows and late 
on set PRA and only using clear and 
healthy dogs

Q.6. What would your advice be 
to a potential puppy buyer when 
looking for a Gordon Setter?

A.6. Visit the breeder see the par-
ents of the pups see how the puppies 
are kept, ask lots of questions re feed-
ing, health issues, temperament and 
join the breed club, all good breeders 
should off er continued support for 
your puppy after you have bought it.

Esther Joseph
Triseter Gordon Setters

***************
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